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Requirements for new HIRLAM 
website

• Easy uploading of documents
• Easy to write and submit articles by different people
• Authors are not bothered with layout
• Different ways in accessing articles and 

documentation, not only through content list of 
Newsletters. Use of database and search engine?

• Access to documents on other websites
• Automatic announcements for new information
• Easy maintenance
• Search engine



Joomla!

• Content Management System
• Large, active user community
• Many extensions (components and plugins) 

available, also under GPL license
• User can focus on content by using existing 

templates

www.joomla.org



Changes for the users

Was:
• Hirlam.org 

(http://..)
• HeXneT (https://..)

• Trac/wiki
• Mailman mailing 

lists

Is now:
• Joomla! hirlam.org

– Public part
– Private part 

(registered users)
– Private zones for 

special groups

• Trac/wiki
• Mailman mailing 

lists



Changes for the users

• To access private pages login is needed
• Registration is done by me
• No longer automatic access to private pages 

from NMS’s (except for the wiki)

• Everyone can help keeping the website up-
to-date



Website setup

• Back end
Administrator page

• Organisation of content
• Web design (menus, layout, 

pages)
• writing and publishing of 

articles
• Management of documents 

and software files
• Management of users
• Adding components (new 

functionality)

• Front end
www.hirlam.org

• Provides visitor access to 
content through menus

• Also possible (depending 
on authorization):
– writing and submitting 

articles
– Uploading/updating 

documents 
– Adding events
– Managing personal details
– ….



Roles



Types of Content

Type of content Handled by

Articles Joomla!

Documents (newsletters, 
technical reports, 
workshop reports, 
presentations,  
documentation, ..)

DOCman

Events Eventlist

FAQ QuickFAQ

User information Community Builder (CB)



Front-end



User menu



Add a document



Eventlist



Next things to do

• Migration of content old website 
(Newsletters, Workshop reports, Technical 
Reports)

• Documentation!
• Improved coupling with LACE and ALADIN 

website: RSS, extend search facility to other 
sites, links to LACE forum and ALADIN 
mailing lists

• Volunteers needed for pioneering:
– Project portals to give access to relevant 

information, discussion areas (mailing lists, forum), 
calendar of events, and more.

• Any feedback and wishes welcome!!


